New challenges in the struggle for a more fair and just world

Since early June PUGAD has been focusing upon the campaign “the world’s best news”, a way of telling the Danish public that development aid works, and indeed helps. It was carried out by the Danish State Department, the United Nations and almost 100 NGO’s here in Denmark. This time we didn’t ask for donations, we didn’t mention all the miseries, poverty, women‘s abuse, graft and corruption by some dictators who plunder the money of the people into their own pocket. On the contrary, we told all the good stories like; Ghana and Malawi that have a surplus food production so that they can feed their own population and even export and earn foreign currency for other necessary investment, that Tanzania abolished the school fees and encouraged girls to enroll in the schools, so today 95 percent of the children get a primary school education, 70 percent of the population in Somalia has access to clean water, a tremendous progress indeed. Therefore, if we work together, coordinate and consolidate our efforts we can make the changes and if people realize that it works, they can give it an extra try and commit themselves even more.

PUGAD participated in the FILCOM-Dk Independence day celebration at Drejervej in Nørrebro together with almost all the other Filipino organizations. We were able to send out information about the UN Millennium Development Goals and about PUGAD’s activities.

In August we participated in a flea market in Greve where we emphasized the importance of aid and again underlined purposes behind the national campaign.

Saturday the 28th of August was Copenhagen International Day and PUGAD had its own booth at Nørrebrogade. We sold Pilipino food, handed out brochures about the campaign and talked to more than 1000 people where most of them were very supportive for the cause.

September the 25th we gathered at St Anne church’s “little hall” where we had some lectures about PUGAD, the UN millennium goals and about our network with other Danish NGO’s;  Africa Contact and Living Sea.

Finally we had the last activity in this campaign Saturday the 2nd October outside Fields where we handed out brochures and talked and debated with people – some were very interested while many were too busy with their shopping.

First week in June 2011 PUGAD will be together with Living Sea and the famous artist Jens Galschiøt in Dragør harbour: An attach by the sea – an art happening in underway. Among the beautiful veteran ships and resplendent yachts in the harbour a peculiar vessel suddenly appears:

A boat crammed with refugees. In one of the masts is hanging a 3 meters face of bronze. A banner hung up between the masts displays the number 2015. The ship moors alongside the quay, and the refugee sculptures are spreading in the harbour, in the streets of the town, and in the shops. An art happening has been launched, an attack by sea on the town with the aim of highlighting our moral obligation towards humans in the south, who have been born into unfathomable poverty.

There will also be an exhibition about the climate changes, a sea food kitchen and nice world music every night.

Internally PUGAD has been busy preparing some new projects. We are currently supporting a small fishing cooperative in Bataan where they produce mussels with the money we got from the Danish Association of Electricians, being the beneficiary of their Solidarity Fund. We are underway doing research and talks with the Visayan Consultancy about a project for app. 80 families in Ormoc, Leyte, to help them build up alternative sources of livelihood. At the same time, we discussed with Tambuyog (another Phil. NGO) about a nationwide project in the Philippines regarding licensing in fisheries which we believe will prevent many small scale fishermen from having  more income. On the other hand, we believe in a model of community-based coastal resource management combining fisheries resources economics and a right-based approach to development.

Spread the news, tell about us and help us become stronger and be more influential.
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